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MEETINGS OP THE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1886. 

No quorum being present at the stated meeting of the Society on the 
evening of January 11, no business was transacted. 

A stated meeting was held on the evening of March 8, the President, 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes, on motion, was dispensed with. 

The President introduced Hampton L. Carson, Esq., who delivered 
an address on " The Causes of the American Eevolution, and the Age 
of Washington." 

Upon motion of J. Edward Carpenter, Esq., the thanks of the Society 
were tendered to Mr. Carson for his able, eloquent, and instructive 
paper. 

The following gentlemen were nominated by Crawford Arnold, Esq., 
for officers of the Society, to be balloted for at the ensuing stated 
meeting : 

President. 
Brinton Coxe. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Horatio Gates Jones, George de B. Keim. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Gregory B. Keen. 

Recording Secretary. 
William Brooke Bawle. 

Treasurer. 
J. Edward Carpenter. 

Council (to serve for four years). 

Edwin T. Eisenbrey, George Harrison Fisher, 

Charles Eoberts. 

Trustee of Publication Fund (to serve for six years). 
John Jordan, Jr. 

Trustee Binding Fund (to serve for six years). 
John Jordan, Jr. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held on the evening of May 3, 
the President, Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 
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Minutes of the last meeting read and approved. 

The Hon. Horatio Gates Jones in appropriate terms announced the 
death of Hon. John Welsh, one of the oldest and most distinguished 
members of the Society, and offered the following resolution, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

"Resolved, That in the death of the Hon. John Welsh the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania has been deprived of one of its most useful 
and beneficent members, and that we sympathize with the people of 
Philadelphia, who have lost one of their most active and prominent 
fellow-citizens, ever devoted to their city's best interests; one who in 
his high and honorable positions both at home and abroad has shed 
lustre upon the city which gave him birth." 

The Report of the Council of the Society was read by its Secretary, 
Professor Gregory B. Keen, in which a detailed statement of the work- 
ing of the Society for the year 1886 was given. 

Upon motion, the report was accepted. 

Mr. Frederick D. Stone, Librarian, announced to the meeting that 
through the exertions of the Council and the liberality of some of the 
members of the Society, the lot adjoining the Hall on the west (twenty- 
five feet front on Locust Street) had been purchased for thirteen thou- 
sand dollars on behalf of the Society, which had not been put to any 
expense in the matter ; that the success which had attended the pur- 
chase had been mainly due to the liberality of Mr. Joseph E. Temple, 
who, when it was known that the lot could be purchased, offered to 
contribute the sum of five thousand dollars, provided the whole amount 
could be raised without touching the funds of the Society ; that the 
Society was to be congratulated, inasmuch as the growth of its collec- 
tions since its removal to its present home had been so great as to render 
it absolutely necessary to make provision for the future erection of more 
fireproof-rooms ; that now the risk from fire, which would be very great 
in case a dwelling or other building was erected adjoining the audito- 
rium, was much diminished, and that by the purchase of the lot a great 
cause of anxiety to those having the interests of the Society at heart 
was set at rest. 

Dr. Joseph J. Levick congratulated the Society on the great change 
which within his recollection had taken place, — from a little room on 
the third floor of the Athenaeum Building to the present handsome 
accommodations. 

Samuel W. Pennypacker, Esq., also spoke of the benefaction of Mr. 
Temple to the Society, and calling attention to the clause in the By- 
laws allowing the election of one or more Honorary Vice-Presidents, 
he moved that unanimous consent be given to open the nominations for 
officers made at the last stated meeting, in order that Mr. Temple should 
be made an Honorary Vice-President of the Society. 

The motion was seconded by the Hon. Horatio Gates Jones, and by 
unanimous consent the nominations were opened. 
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Mr. Pennypacker then nominated Joseph E. Temple as one of the 
Honorary Vice-Presidents of the Society, and moved that the Secretary 
be requested to deposit, as the unanimous vote of the members present, 
one ballot for the election of Mr. Temple, which motion was carried 
unanimously. 

On motion of S. Kingston McCay, Esq., it was 

" Resolved, That the thanks of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
be and are hereby tendered to Joseph E. Temple, Esq., for his generous 
donation of five thousand dollars, which has enabled the Society to pur- 
chase the lot of ground adjoining its auditorium on the west." 

On motion of Mr. McCay, it was also 

" Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Miss Caro- 
line E. Cope, Miss Annette Cope, and Miss Clementine Cope for their 
generous donation of two thousand dollars to the fund raised for the 
purchase of the lot adjoining the auditorium on the west." 

The Tellers appointed to conduct the annual election reported that 
the gentlemen nominated for officers at the last stated meeting, and also 
Joseph E. Temple for Honorary "Vice-President, had all been unani- 
mously elected. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A special meeting was held on Friday evening, May 14, President 
Brinton Coxe, Esq., in the chair. 

The Chairman introduced the Hon. Erastus Brooks, who read an ad- 
dress on "Henry Clay; his Public Life and Exalted Patriotism, his 
Large Success and Few Mistakes." 

Upon the conclusion of the address, Colonel Clayton McMichael of- 
fered the following minute, which was unanimously adopted : • 

"The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has received with much 
gratification the contribution to its entertainment and to its instruction 
presented this evening by the Hon. Erastus Brooks, of New York, in 
the delivery of his scholarly and eloquent essay. By the unanimous 
vote of the members present, it is desired to express and record the just 
appreciation of the value and the merit of this work of Mr. Brooks, and 
to tender formally the thanks of the Society to him as author and 
orator." 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held on the evening of November 
8, Vice-President Samuel W. Pennypacker, Esq., in the chair. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

The Chairman introduced Charles J. Still6, LL.D., who read a paper 
giving his " Impressions of a Visit to Mexico." 

At the conclusion of the address, on motion of Bev. Dr. Tustin, the 
thanks of the Society were tendered to Dr. Still6 for his instructive and 
interesting paper. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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